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LIST  OF  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officers. 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

D.  Leigh  Spence,  M.A.,  M.B.,  etc. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

R.  P.  Pearce,  M.R.San.I.,  M.Inst.  M.  & Cy.  K. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  S.  Boeweel,  M.R.San.I. 

Meat  Inspector. 

E.  G.  Carey.  Holds  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.,  London, 

for  Meat  and  other  Food  Inspectors,  and  Sanitaiy 
Inspectors. 


Medical  Officers’  Annual  Report. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
BRADFORD  AND  MELKSHAM. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  GenteEmen, — 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  for  the  year  1937. 

JEAN  MURRAY. 

D.  LEIGH  SPENCE. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  : — 26,881  acres. 

Population  (estimated,  1937)  : — 8,422. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1937)  from  Rate  Books)  : — 2,450. 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1937  — £35,282. 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate  : — £149. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Live  Births ; Legitimate  ...  116  58  58 

Illegitimate  ...  2 1 1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population,  13.99. 
Still  Births : Legitimate  ...  3 2 1 

Illegitimate  ...  1 0 1 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  .47. 

Compare  : — Live  Birth-rate,  England  and  Wales,  14.9  per  1000 
of  population. 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales,  .6  per  1000 
of  population. 
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DEATHS. 

Deaths  104  58  46 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 
12.46  Adjusted  Death  Rate,  10.04. 

Compare  Death  Rate  England  and  Wales,  12.4. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — None. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — Total,  4 ; M.,  3 ; F.,  1. 
AU  legitimate. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 \"ear  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births,  33.9. 

Deaths  from  : — Cancer  (all  ages),  18. 

Measles  (all  ages).  None. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age).  None. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


Whooping  Cough 

M. 

1 

F. 

0 

Total. 

1 

Influenza 

5 

1 

...  6 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

...  2 

Other  Tuberculosis  ...  • ... 

2 

2 

4 

G.P.I.,  Tabes,  etc. 

1 

0 

1 

Cancer  ...  

13 

5 

...  18 

Diabetes  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

2 

3 

...  5 

Heart  Disease 

14 

17 

...  31 

Aneurysm 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

5 

2 

...  7 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

0 

1 

1 

Digestive  Disease  other  than  those  specified 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

2 

0 

...  2 

Senility 

0 

5 

...  5 

Suicide  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Violence 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

2 

...  10 

Totals  58  46  ...  104 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  See  list  at  beginning  of  report. 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwives  : — 

The  area  is  divided  into  districts  which  are  served  by  nurses 
appointed  by  the  Local  Nursing  Associations. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(1)  Messrs.  Waterfall  & O’Brien,  Bristol  (Sewage  and  Water). 

(2)  Count}’'  Pathologist  (Dr.  Douglas  Thornton),  both  for  above 

and  all  medical  tests. 


4.  Hospital  Accommodation  for  the  Area. 

Cases  are  treated  at  the  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital, 
the  Melksham  Cottage  Hospital,  and  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital, 
Bath. 

It  is  hoped  to  open  the  new  Hospital  at  Melksham  in  July, 
1938. 

5.  Maternity  Homes. 

It  has  been  decided  to  convert  the  existing  Melksham  Hospital 
into  a Maternity  Home  as  soon  as  the  new  Hospital  is  occupied. 

6.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulances  are  available  from  Trowbridge  and  Melksham. 
The  telephone  numbers  are  Trowbridge  48  and  Melksham  15. 
These  are  for  non-inf ectious  cases. 

Infectious  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  Trowbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  Ambulance.  Telephone  : Trowbridge  82. 

There  are  also  available  for  certain  cases  the  Bath  Ambulances 
and  the  County  Council  Ambulance. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Wingfield. — Satisfactory. 

Westwood  : Avoncliff. — Satisfactory. 

Holt. — Satisfactory. 

Whitley  and  Shaw. — The  Trowbridge,  Melksliam  and  Dis- 
trict Water  Board  are  supplying  a reservoir  to  augment  this  supply. 

DRAINAGE. 

Holt  Sewage  Works. — hand  drainage  was  utilised  to  increase 
the  filtration  of  effluent  before  it  reached  the  river.  This  has 
proved  successful. 

Holt  Tannery. — No  change. 

Staverton  Milk  Factory. — No  change. 

Old  Court  Hotel. — No  change. 

Winsley. — By  the  end  of  1937,  the  Council  had  discussed  the 
question  of  Grants  towards  a Sewage  Scheme  for  this  district,  and 
had  instructed  the  Consultant  Engineer  (Mr.  Parker  Pearson)  to 
report  on  the  original  scheme  (as  considered  in  1931),  with  any 
amendments  considered  necessary. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  was  no  evidence  last  year  of  any  further  pollution  of 
rivers  or  streams  as  occurred  in  the  previous  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Very  little  change. 

Public  Cleansing. — All  districts  except  Monkton  Farleigh 
and  Wingfield  have  regular  removal  of  house  refuse,  as  follows  : — 

7 districts  one  collection  per  month. 

3 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  week. 

3 „ ,,  ,,  every  two  weeks. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Total  Carcases  Seen  and  Passed. 

Bovine.  Sheep.  Calves.  Pigs. 

1180  37  2581  594 

Total  Carcases  Condemned. 

205  — 12  9 


In  Addition  : — 

" Police  Cows  ” ; 2 seen,  2 condemned  (T.B) 
Causes  of  Condemnation: — 


T.B. 

Dropsy 

Emaciation 

P.  Anaemia 

Septicaemia 

Pyaemia 

B ovine  s . . . 

198 

4 

1 

— 

— 



Sheep 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Calves 

5 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Pigs 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

One  calf  condemned  for  Peritonitis,  and  one  cow  and  several 
fore  and  hind  quarters,  on  account  of  extensive  bruising. 

There  are  three  small  slaughterhouses  and  one  large  one, 
which  up  to  recently  was  used  for  cases  seen  by  the  County  Veterin- 
ary Officer  and  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse,  thinking  that  they 
might  perhaps  be  partly  suitable  for  human  food.  This  practice 
has  now  been  practically  discontinued,  there  being  only  two  such 
cases  in  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality. 

Bradford  Portion  of  District. 

New  Cases  : 1 Male,  aged  22  (Respiratory). 

1 Female,  ,,  23  do. 

1 Female,  ,,  34  Non- Respiratory. 

Transferred  ; 1 Female,  ,,  24  Respiratory. 

Deaths  : 3 Males,  aged  33,  45  and  68.  Respiratory. 

2 Females,  aged  16  and  37.  Respiratory. 

1 Male.  Non- Respiratory  (not  notified). 

Note  : — Three  cases  died  from  causes  other  than  Tuberculosis. 
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Melksham  Portion. 

New  Cases  : 1 Female,  aged  39.  Respiratory. 

1 Female,  ,,  22  J.  Non-Respiratory. 

Deaths  : 2 Males,  aged  32  and  62.  Respiratory. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


^Number  of  Farms 

222 

Number  of  Inspections 

no 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  repairs 

24 

* Inspections  were  discontinued  during  the  prevalence  of  Foot 
and  Mouth  Disease. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


There  have  been  remarkably  few  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
throughout  the  district. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 


12 

3 

0 

1 


HOUSING. 

New  Houses  Built  and  Occupied  in  1937. 

By  Private  Enterprise  16 

By  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Of  these  16,  4 were  for  the  relief  of  existing  over-crowded 
families. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1909—1936. 

Statement  of  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1937,  under  the  above  Acts,  in  the  Bradford  and  Melksham 
District. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  122 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  69 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonal)ly  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dw^elling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By"  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  w^ere 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  vSections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  vSection  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  10 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dw^elling  therein  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  79 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  Overcrowding  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  : — The  Council  is  deahng  with  over-crowding  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Several  families  were  removed  to  new  Council 
Houses  ; others  found  alternative  and  suitable  accommodation 
themselves.  More  houses  are  to  be  built  as  soon  as  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  relieve  the  known  cases. 
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